The IB Diploma Programme

®
The ongsithe model of the IB Diploma Programme curriculum, which contains six subject groups together with a Core made up of

thredlsepagite parts. The curriculum itself is founded on the tenets of the Learner Profile.
Itisimip n the IB Diploma Programme is a package, and the whole is bigger than the sum of its parts. In addition to

subje€t- the academic challenge of concurrently addressing six subjects (3 at Higher Level [HL] and 3 at Standard Level
[SL]), the EX heory of Knowledge allow students to develop excellent academic skills in preparation for further study.

We believe that the breadth of the IB Diploma Programme adds a value independent of

any specific course. It is hard to quantify the value of scientists being required to study P ~
literature, or of artists being required to study mathematics, but we see it in our schools and 3 A N
we believe that it adds much to the educational experience of those in the Post 16. Beyond / - mdmdm\\
the explicitly academic aspect of the courses, the IB’s mission statement is translated into a /’ language and societes. '\
set of learning outcomes is through the Learner Profile. At all stages of the course, in all [
areas of the course, reflection and action are encouraged in students (as well as teachers) f
that they might seek to be: \

- Inquirers The distinction between Higher Level and \ e andcomputr /

+ Knowledgeable Standard Level is another important feature of X //

+ Thinkers the IB Diploma Programme. While details vary b 7

« Communicators from subject to subject, some subjects have some ™ Thearts N s

« Principled common examination papers, and for these e

+ Open-minded papers the SL is as conceptually demanding as

- Caring the HL.

« Risk-takers

- Balanced In Geography, for example, the current syllabus

«Reflective specification is such that both HL and SL students

study a common core and have identical
examinations on this core, but HL students then
take 4 from 11 options whereas SL students take
2 from the same 11 options.
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Assessment

The Creativity, Action, Service element must be completed but does not count towards Diploma points. The Extended Essay and Theory
of Knowledge components are awarded grades A to E, with A being the highest grade and E being the lowest. These grades are then
combined according to the following table, and up to three core points can be awarded.

For candidates > 28 points the following applies: THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE
Excellent Good Satisfactory Mediocre Elementary Not Submitted
A B E 5] E
Excellent | A 3 3 2 2 1 N
: Good B 3 2 1 1 0 N
wn
(7]
= Satisfact: C 2 1 1 o] o] N
ory
g
% Mediocre | D 2 1 0 0 0 N
=
5 Elementary | E 1 0 0 0 C::iﬁin N
o N N N N N N
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o Assessment cont....

ates &27 points the following applies: THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE
Excellent Good Satisfactory Mediocre Elementary Not Submitted
A B € D E
9 9 Failing
Excellent A 3 3 2 2 Conditinn N
- Failing
ﬁ Good B 3 2 1 1 o N
&
= . Failing
a Satisfactory | C 2 1 1 0 Conis N
=
= . Failing
E Mediocre D 2 1 D o Conditinn N
I_‘ Failm ili i ili ili
) 2 Failing Failing Failing Failing
E N E Condition Condirion Condition Condition Condition N

Thus the maximum possible Diploma point score of 45 points is made up of 42 points for 6 subjects and 3 points for the Diploma Core.

Assessment takes two forms in the case of the IB Diploma Programme: internal assessment which is undertaken internally and then
moderated by external examiners; and external assessment which is wholly undertaken by external examiners.

Grade inflation is not an issue for the IB Diploma Programme. The assessment is criterion-based, not norm-referenced or subject
to political interference. While there are small fluctuations in the percentage of candidates gaining a top score (7) in individual subjects,
there is long-term stability (as opposed to A Levels where, for example, the percentage of candidates achieving an “A” in Economics
has risen from 14% in 1994 to 35% in 2008). This means that the IB Diploma Programme continues to distinguish between

good and excellent students.
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onditi an be supplied upon request.

I I %Ld to successful candidates who achieve 24 points or more and have no failing conditions. A complete list of
e falli
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itio (orgelassical language).

Experimental Sci
students carry out pr
work is thus extensive and integral to the course.

Pilot Subjects. The IB often develops subjects on a
pilot basis which schools may offer on the
understanding that the syllabus content and
assessment methods may evolve during the
lifetime of the syllabus. Some Pilot Subjects are
trans-disciplinary in nature whereas others are
assigned to one group only.

+Dance HL & SL - Group 6

« Ecosystems and Societies SL* - Groups 3 & 4

« Film HL & SL — Group 6

« Sports, Exercise and Health Science SL - Group 4
« Text and Performance SL* - Groups 1 &6

« World Cultures SL - Groups 3 &6

+ World Religions SL - Group 3

IB Diploma Programme Components

s. As an international curriculum and qualification, the IB Diploma Programme offers many modern languages at a variety of levels.
mustistudy an Language A1 (literature) course (usually English for British students) and at least one of Language A2, Language B or
atics is compulsory for all Diploma Programme students, there is a range of courses offered.

ereas at A Level it is possible for students to do a relatively small amount of practical work, IB Diploma Programme
work throughout the course with a requirement for a scheme of work that covers the whole syllabus. The practical

Transdisciplinary Standard Level Subjects (TSLs). Most subjects
are assigned to one group alone but others are designated as
belonging to two groups (TSLs — only available at Standard Level)
which means that a single SL subject can meet the requirements of
two groups, thereby allowing candidates to choose an additional
subject in order that they might meet the requirements of the
Diploma Programme. The additional subject can be chosen from
any of the hexagon's groups, including a group already covered by
the TSL.

School-based Syllabuses (SBSs). The IB offers schools the
opportunity to develop their own Standard Level syllabuses to
meet their own interests and national circumstances. The
syllabuses are developed in conjunction with external advisors and
experts and examined externally.
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Extended Essay

@
nt‘: Students are required to write independently a research essay (maximum 4000 words) on a topic of their own choice

ed Essays are marked externally, often by university lecturers.

ssay are to provide students with the opportunity:
search on a focused topic

communication skills

+ To develop the skills"0f creative and critical thinking

« To engage in a systematic process of research appropriate to the subject

« To experience the excitement of intellectual discovery.

All Diploma Programme students must undertake an Extended Essay on a topic of their choice within an IB Diploma Programme
subject. This requirement reflects the principle that independent research skills are vital to all areas of study and deserve a central role
in the curriculum. With the Theory of Knowledge and Creativity, Action, Service components, the Extended Essay provides the ‘glue’
that makes the Diploma Programme a coherent and integrated qualification.

The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic within a Diploma Programme subject. It is recommended that students
spend a maximum of 40 hours on it, though many willingly exceed this, often by a significant amount. Students have around 3 hours
contact time with an academic supervisor, who is usually a teacher within the school, and are expected to work independently for the
remainder of the time. The supervisor provides the candidate with advice and guidance in the skills of undertaking research - by
assisting, for example, with defining a suitable topic, with techniques of gathering and analysing information / evidence / data, with
documentation methods for acknowledging sources and with writing an abstract.

The work is typically undertaken over several months. This leads to a major piece of formally presented, structured writing, in which
ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to the subject chosen. The IB recommends
that completion of the essay is followed by a viva voce with the supervisor.

Kingshurs
Acade




Extended Essay cont...

t the majority is awarded for specific research skills that are common and highly-transferable:

ion of Research Question

ge and understanding of the topic

+ Reasoned argument

« Application of analytical and evaluative skills

« Appropriate use of language

+ Conclusion

- Formal presentation (referencing, bibliography etc.)

+ Abstract

« Holistic judgement

Recent examples of Extended Essay titles:

« How is the subject of death treated in selected poems by Emily Dickinson? (Group 1)

« To what extent has Bill 101 contributed to increasing the prevalence of the French language in
Quebec? (Group 2)

« Does the Melian debate, as presented by Thucydides, reveal the true nature of Athenian
democracy, or does he present it as an atypical aberration? (Classical Greek and Latin)

« An exploration of the concept of “the dictatorship of the proletariat” in Marxism- Leninism.
(Politics)

+ An investigation into the kinetics of the reaction between the permanganate and oxalate irons.
(Chemistry)

+ Modelling the astrometric effect of an extra-solar planet on its star. (Physics)

« The Hausdorff dimension of fractal sets. (Mathematics)

« An investigation into Klimt's use of gold. (Visual Arts)
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Creativity, Action and Service (CAS)

®
C ntent: For the award of a Diploma, students are required to spend 150 hours in pursuit of activities which can be classed as Creativity,
Action ervice (CAS). These 150 hours are completed over the two years of the Diploma programme.

Asse d onitor students' progress. Students who fail to complete the requirements are not awarded Diplomas. The IB samples
om basis.

ivity, Action, Service (CAS) requirement takes seriously the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing
ac rbalance to the academic self-absorption some students may feel within a demanding school curriculum. Participation in
CAS encourages students to share their energies and special talents while developing awareness, concern and the ability to work
cooperatively with others. The Diploma goal of educating the whole person and fostering more caring and socially responsible
attitudes comes alive in an immediate way when students reach beyond themselves and their books. The educational benefits of
CAS apply in the school community, and in the local, national and international communities. CAS should extend the students. It
should challenge them to develop a value system by which they enhance their personal growth. It should develop a spirit of
open-mindedness, lifelong learning, discovery and self-reliance. It should encourage the development of new skills on many
levels: for example, creative skills, physical skills and social skills. It should inspire a sense of responsibility towards all members of
the community. It should also encourage the development of attitudes and traits that will be respected by others, such as
determination and commitment, initiative and empathy. Although there are three elements to CAS, it is important not to consider
them as mutually exclusive. CAS is about the education of the whole person, and the three elements are therefore interwoven.
Together, they enable a student to recognize that there are many opportunities in life, away from formal academic study, to grow
in knowledge of life, self and others. Creative and physical activities are particularly important for adolescents (probably more so
than for any other age group) because popular culture informs and shapes their desires and values. There are also pursuits which
offer much opportunity for fun and enjoyment at a time which is, for many young people, full of stress and uncertainty. The
service element of CAS is, in itself, the most significant, but the two other elements are also very important, as they provide access,
balance, and flexibility to meet individual students’ interests and preferences. However, even more important in the model is that
it is not just a matter of three individual parts: uniquely in the Diploma Programme it is the interaction of them all that creates the
richness of CAS. The whole of CAS is greater than the sum of its parts.
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Theory of Knowledge (ToK)

C g: Students are required to consider the nature of knowledge in general and, in particular, the knowledge issues that arise in
th@ st the arts, gthics, history, the human sciences, mathematics and the natural sciences. In doing so, students will encounter the
vafio ithin these areas and the roles played by emotion, language, reasoning and sense perception.

Interna presentation (10 minutes) on knowledge issues arising in a topic of students’ own choice. Not externally
moderated.

External Assessment: 67% essay (1200 - 1600 words) from list of ten prescribed titles.

The Theory of Knowledge course is the only course that all IB Diploma Programme students take; as such it embodies the spirit
and approach of the Diploma Programme as a whole. With the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action, Service components, it
provides the cement that makes the Diploma a coherent and integrated qualification. Theory of Knowledge (TOK) challenges
students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases and to develop the ability to
analyse evidence that is

expressed in rational argument. Based in the six subjects that the students study, it compares and contrasts them, allowing
students to develop a more mature view of them, in preparation for deeper study. TOK seeks to develop, for example, the
abilities to distinguish between good and poor reasoning; to spot intentional or accidental bias (in oneself and in others), and
to spot inconsistencies. The application of these skills varies according to subject, and students might examine, for example,
how reasoning in Mathematics is similar to, and different from, that in the Natural Sciences, or the emotional and/or rational
bases for ethical decision

making. In addition to this critical thinking aspect, the course recognises that intellectual tools are

double-edged, and encourage certain dispositions such as a willingness to challenge one’s own deeply-held convictions, a
willingness to hold ourselves to the same standards to which we hold others, and a willingness to entertain opposing views
charitably. In this way the course encourages openness, intellectual honestly and where appropriate, an intellectual humility.
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Theory of Knowledge (ToK) cont...

+ When should we trust our senses to give us truth?
« Compare and contrast our approach to knowledge about the past with our approach to knowledge about the future.

+ “There can be no knowledge without emotion.... until we have felt the force of the knowledge, it is not ours” (adapted from Arnold
Bennett). Discuss this vision of the relationship between knowledge and emotion.
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@ & GROUP 1: Language A1
%

age A1 programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are:
« To encour appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism

« To develop stude owers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for practising and
developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles and situations

+ To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts

+ To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages

« To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an
understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works

+ To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text

« To promote in the students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature
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ages A1 Higher Level

kespeare is compulsory.

Internal Assessm
30% oral coursework externally moderated

« Formal presentation (15%)

- Commentary on an unprepared extract from one of the texts previously
studied (15%)

External Assessment:

50% examination:

« Paper 1: Unseen commentary (25%)

« Paper 2: Essay based on a group of 4 texts; poetry, prose,
non-fiction or drama (25%) 20% written coursework
(maximum 3000 words):

« Comparative essay on World Literature texts (10%)

« Analytical or creative response to one World Literature
text and a possible second text (10%)

There are several distinguishing features of IB English A1:

- World literature: the availability of texts such as Madame
Bovary, One Hundred Years of Solitude, Anna Karenina and The
Trial, in addition to 10 English texts, makes this a genuinely
international literature course

GROUP 1: Language A1

t: 15 te@studied, 5 of which are World Literature texts normally studied in translation. All genres are covered, including literary non-

- Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate
exams and is a demanding and imaginative aspect of the course

- Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of
the final examinations are essentially exercises in comparative
literature

- Emphasis on the text: unlike A Level, where the study of
socio-historical background is mandatory, such study is undertaken
only where relevant in IB Notwithstanding the above, the chief
difference between IB and A Level remains, we believe, one of
sensibility. Teachers and students enjoy the freedom to study a vast
range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to pursue their
own passions. Unlike A Level, where most students undertake the
same coursework essay, at IB, pupils must undertake individual
coursework projects that are unique to them (though perhaps
based on the same texts). This, we believe, inculcates a love of the
subject in a way that the A Level’'s emphasis on repeated
examination does not. While we may study Victorian fiction and
Elizabethan poetry, we can also study South American novels and
Russian plays, which is a delight. The freedom of the text list allows
for demanding texts to be studied which stretch and challenge. The
comparative element of the course is demanding and requires
considerable sophistication of the students.
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ages A1 Standard Level

akespeare is compulsory.

Internal Assessme
30% oral coursework externally moderated

« Formal presentation (15%)

- Commentary on an unprepared extract from one of the
texts previously studied (15%)

External Assessment:
50% examination:
« Paper 1: Unseen commentary (25%)
- Paper 2: Essay based on a group of 4 texts; poetry,
prose, non-fiction or drama (25%)
20% written coursework (maximum 1500 words):
- Comparative essay on World Literature texts

GROUP 1: Language A1

t: 11t studied, 5 of which are World Literature texts normally studied in translation. All genres are covered, including literary non-

There are several distinguishing features of IB English A1:

- World literature: the availability of texts such as The Outsider, The
Unbearable Lightness of Being and One Hundred Years of Solitude, in addition
to 6 English texts, makes this a genuinely international literature course

- Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams
- Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of the final
examinations are essentially exercises in comparative literature

- Emphasis on the text: unlike A Level, where the study of socio-historical
background is mandatory, such study is undertaken only where relevant in
IB. The chief difference between IB and A Level remains, we believe, one of
sensibility. Teachers and students enjoy the freedom to study a vast range
of texts and,

within these texts, a freedom to pursue their own passions. Unlike A Level,
where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB, pupils
must undertake an individual coursework project that is unique to them
(though perhaps based on the same texts). This, we believe, inculcates a
love of the subject in a way that the A Level’s emphasis on repeated
examination does not. We are convinced that pupils who pursue IB English
A1 will continue to read once they leave school. Indeed, this is one of the
triumphs of the Standard Level course. The texts are fewer in number, and
can be less complex at Standard Level but the freedom of

the text list allows for demanding texts to be studied which stretch and
challenge. The comparative element of the course is demanding and
requires considerable sophistication of the students.
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GROUP 2: Second Language

Group 2 are:

- To enable students to understand and use the
language they have studied in a range of
contexts and for a variety of purposes

- To enable students to use the language
appropriately

- To encourage, through the study of texts and
through social interaction, an awareness and
appreciation of the different perspectives of
people from other cultures

- To develop students’ awareness of the role of
language in relation to other areas of knowledge
- To provide the opportunity for enjoyment,
creativity and intellectual stimulation through
knowledge of a language

- To provide students with a basis for further
study, work and leisure through language

- To develop students’ awareness of the
relationship between the languages and cultures
with which they are familiar

nge of language courses accommodating the different levels of linguistic proficiency that students have already gained by
. There is a single set of Group 2 aims, common to all the courses, but the objectives are differentiated according to what
be able to demonstrate at the end of each course.

Overview

Language B HL is for language learners who intend to study the language at
this level for a future career, or to meet a Diploma Programme requirement,
and who:

Aave 4 to 5 years experience of the target language
fare not taught other subjects in the target language
Are normally taught outside a country where the language is spoken

Language B SL is for language learners who may not intend continuing study
of the language beyond the Diploma Programme and who:

Aave 2 to 5 years experience of the target language

Aare not taught other subjects in the target language

Aare normally taught outside a country where the language is spoken

Are beginners or near-beginners who live in a country where the language is
spoken

Ab Initio is for beginners who:

Aave little or no previous experience of the language
Aare taught outside the country or countries where the language is spoken

C
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uages

Reading: Student
understand the overa

GROUP 2: Second Language

formal and informal conversation.

Writing: Students must be able to convey ideas
clearly, grammatically and coherently.

Option Topics: None.

Internal Assessment: 3

0% oral coursework externally moderated
« Individual oral (15%)

« Group oral (15%)

External Assessment:

70% Examination

- Paper 1: Text handling and written response in
target language (40%)

« Paper 2: Two pieces of writing in the target
language using \a variety of registers (30%)

B Higher and Standard Level

0 become fluent in the target language. By the end of the course they should be able to use a range of tenses, vocabulary

interpret a variety of authentic texts and show understanding of specific language items. Students must also
eaning of texts, for example by writing a letter in response to a given text.

Comparison between this course and A Level

We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels
are significantly different to A Level courses, and are more challenging. The
IB Text-Handling exercises at both HL and, notably, SL are more difficult
than some of those encountered on A2 Advanced Level papers, though
depending on precise examination board and paper chosen, the A Level
students may be required to write more than IB students. The IB course is not
based on topics but on registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diary,
editorial, brochure, essay) and so the standard of writing is higher at IB.
Topics studied in class are very varied and will vary from school to school,
but could include issues such as immigration, education, media, and
literature. Students should get an insight into, and an appreciation of, the
target culture. The HL and S\\\\L courses have identical syllabuses and
examinations, though the HL students examine topics in more depth and
would study more literature than SL students. Thus while the same principles
underlie both courses, HL examinations mark schemes are naturally more
rigorous.
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uages ab initio Standard Level

@ 8 GROUP 2: Second Language
i

g straightforward conversational and colloquial exchanges.

Speaking: co ghtforward, factual information and responding appropriately in spontaneous discussion.
Reading: understanding straightforward information, distinguishing between key points and supporting detail, identifying basic elements
of genre, purpose and audience.

Comparison between this course and A Level

Writing:
9 The ab [

Option Topics: None.

External Assessment:

70% Examination

- Paper 1: Text handling and written response in
target language (40%)
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